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THE CURRENT STATE OF WHITY UMEDA,
WHICH HAS REACHED 50 YEARS OF CONSTRUCTION,
AND THE CASE OF RENOVATION BY INTERIOR DEMOLITION

Yasutomo INOSHITA, Ryotaro NAKAI and Masamitsu KAMACHI

The area around Osaka Station is the largest terminal in western Japan, which is used by about 2.4 mil-
lion station users a day. And the underground is an important network of pedestrians on the south side of
JR Osaka Station. The Whity Umeda is a part of it and plays a central role in the public space.

The Whity Umeda Phase 2 area has never been renewed since the business started in 1970, and Prelim-
inary investigations and examinations have confirmed the deterioration of structures, existing disqualified
systems for the current legal requirements and insufficient seismic strength.As a method to solve all of
these problems, a renewal by facilities and interior demolition was carried out for the first time in Japan as
an independent business of an underground shopping mall operator.

In this paper, we will report on useful information for future underground shopping mall renewal, such
as the state of structures 50 years after construction, repair implementation cases, legal compliance, in-
troduction cases of the latest ICT technology, measures to minimize the business suspension period of
underground malls, impact on ground traffic due to total closure.





